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Philippians 4:8, Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 
 
Romans 12:2, Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Genesis 13:10, Lot looked around and saw that the whole 
plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt. (This was before 
the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose 
for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward 
the east. The two men parted company: 
 
Ruth 1:14, At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed 
her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 15 “Look,” 
said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people 
and her gods. Go back with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t 
urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go 
I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 
people and your God my God…” 18 When Naomi realized that 
Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 
 

How Do I Live for What Matters Most? 
 

1. PURSUE God’s Best 
 
Philippians 3:12, Not that I have already obtained all 
this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
Colossians 3:23, Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, 
 

2. SEEK God’s Approval 
 
Galatians 1:10, Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
people? If I were still trying to please people, I would 
not be a servant of Christ. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:1, You know, brothers and sisters, 
that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had 
previously suffered and been treated outrageously in 
Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we 
dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong 
opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring 
from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick 
you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by 
God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying 
to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 
 

3. POINT People to Jesus 
 
Matthew 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the 
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot. 14 You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
 



Colossians 3:17, And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

4. FINISH Strong 
 
2 Timothy 4:7, I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
 
Acts 20:24, However, I consider my life worth nothing 
to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 
testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 


