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1 John 1:8, If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. 
 
Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 
 
Psalm 32:3, When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your 
hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the 
heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and 
did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my 
sin. 
 

When Real Faith Meets Real Sin: 
 
1. Real Faith Is Honest About SIN 

 
1 John 1:8, If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is 
not in us. 
 
Proverbs 28:13, Whoever conceals their sins does not 
prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them 
finds mercy. 
 
Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the 
LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall 
be like wool.” 
 

Luke 18:9, To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 
told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector 
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 
went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

 
2. Real Faith Makes Changes, Not EXCUSES 

 
1 John 2:1, My dear children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
1 John 2:3, We know that we have come to know him if we 
keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but 
does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is 
not in that person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for 
God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know 
we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as 
Jesus did. 
 
James 1:22, Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
 
Romans 6:1, What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 
sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We 
are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any 
longer? 

 
3. Real Faith Loves Like JESUS 



 
1 John 2:7, Dear friends, I am not writing you a new 
command but an old one, which you have had since the 
beginning. This old command is the message you have 
heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is 
seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
and the true light is already shining. 9 Anyone who claims 
to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 
darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister 
lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make 
them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister 
is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They 
do not know where they are going, because the darkness 
has blinded them. 
 
John 13:34, “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1, If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. 
 
Matthew 5:23, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at 
the altar and there remember that your brother or sister 
has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.” 

 
4. Real Faith Is About Direction, Not PERFECTION 

 
1 John 1:7, But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 
1 John 2:6, Whoever claims to live in him must live as 
Jesus did. 
 
Philippians 3:12, Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have 
taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
Proverbs 4:18, The path of the righteous is like the 
morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 
 
Hebrews 12:1, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 


