On Mission: In Our Own Backyard!
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Acts 1:8, Matthew 25:35-40
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Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Matthew 25:35, “‘For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after
me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.” 37 “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’' 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me."”

How to Live on Mission Right Where You Are:

1. Open Your Eyes to the Need — See What Others
OVERLOOK

Matthew 9:36, When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Luke 10:31, A priest happened to be going down the same
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the
other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him.

2. Open Your Hands to Serve — Use What You Already
HAVE

John 6:7, Philip answered him, “It would take more than
half a year's wages to buy enough bread for each one to
have a bite!” 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many?”... 12 When they had all had enough to
eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left
over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them
and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley
loaves left over by those who had eaten.

Genesis 41:56, \When the famine had spread over the
whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe
throughout Egypt. 57 And all the world came to Egypt to
buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe
everywhere.

. Open Your Mouth to Share — Good Deeds Lead to

GOOD NEWS

Romans 10:14, How, then, can they call on the one they
have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can
anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Acts 8:4, Those who had been scattered preached the
word wherever they went.

1 Peter 3:15, But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect,



